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LOCAL A U T H O R I T I E S  AND V E N E R E A L  
DISEASE. 

A notable advance in the crusade against  
venereal diseases has been achieved by  the War- 
rington Town Council. The Local Authorities 
throughout the country have received front the 
Town Clerk of Warrington the following com- 
munication : -  

TOWN CLERK'S OFf'ICE, 
~¢r~kRRINGTON. 

DEAR SIR, 8th February, I918. 
I am directed by the Town Council to forward 

to you the following resolution which was passed  
at their meeting, with the request that  you will  
lay it  before your Council in the hope tha t  they 
will pass a resolution in similar terms : - -  

" That  this Council hails with satisfaction 
the important  progress which has been made 
by  the provision of Free Treatment  Centres 
for VenereaYDiseases throughout the country, 
but  in view of the disastrous results of these 
diseases not  only to the individual, but  also 
to the future generation, and having regard 
to the increased number of cases of Venereal 
Disease in this country owing to the War, this 
Council is of opinion tha t  immediate steps 
should be taken by  the responsible authority 
to make it possible for any person who makes 
application for same to obtain a preventive 
outfit, together with instructions, from some 
competent and anthorised person, and tha t  
copies of this resolution be forwarded to the 
President of the Local Government Board, 
and the Councils of the Counties and County 
Boroughs in England and Wales." 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) J. LYON WHITTLE, 

Town Clerk. 
As a practical preventive measure, this is 

undoubtedly the most important  step that  has 
been taken up to the present, and if the excellent 
example of Warrington Town Council were followed 
up by other Local Authorities, there would be good 
reason to expect a rapid disappearance of  venereal 
disease from this country. 

In  connection with the resolution, Dr. G. W. N. 
Joseph, Medical Officer of Health, Warfington, 
states :--. 

" I t  was felt tha t  all and every means at our 
disposal must be used in our efforts to stamp out 
venereal diseases which are evidently on the in- 
crease. 

In the issue of preventive outfits, we appear to 
have a practicable measure which would be of 
great value, and the local authority thought they 
ought to bring the mat ter  before the public. The 
fact tha t  the community might refuse to give it a 
trial on the grounds of morality or sentiment is 
not in the province of a heMth authority whose 
duty it is to indicate all means of preventing disease 
and death. 

I t  was hoped tha t  the weight of public opinion 
might i n  the first place influence the authorities 
to adopt the proposal in the case of the Services. 
Such a scheme could be easily worked and con- 
trolled and would provide valuable data. I t  
ought to be possible in civil life for any person who 
applies to a medical officer of health for instance 
(and who could not be persuaded to keep out of the 
way of contagion) to receive advice, and, if need 
be, an outfit which could be ahnost certainly 
guaranteed to protect  the individual from 
infection." 

PUBLIC HEALTH (TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1918. 

The Local Government Board have issued an 
order dated July 4th, 19r8, rescinding the regula- 
tions of I916 and 1917 , and altering the regulations 
of 1912 to the effect tha t  every Medical Officer 
of Heal th  is required to send to the Chief Com- 
missioner of Medical Services, Ministry of National 
Service, Westminster, London, S.W. I, in the form 
shown in the schedule of the Order, a list containing 
the names and other specified particulars of alI 
male persons who were between the ages of 45 and 
49 years on the first day of January,  1916, and 
whose names appear in the register of notifications 
kept by the Medical Officer of Health in accordance 
with the regulations of 1912. Also, within a week 
after any such entry is made in the register, every 
Medical Officer of Heal th  must  send to the Chief 
Commissioner of Medical Services the names and 
other specified particulars of every male person 
between the ages of I6 and 53 ?'ears. 


